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Welcome Junior Infants

A big Ballingarry welcome to
our 22 new Junior Infants who
started school this year. The
boys and girls are learning
lots, making new friends and
playing nicely together. They
love their new school and their
teacher Miss Collum.




Welcome New Students




Farewell Ms Fitzgerald

e said farewell to Ms
\e staffroom. We would




Baby News
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Covid-19

ear face masks, especially when working

bubbles. These pods remain for a block of weeks and
7
d %/ ool breaks e.g. The Mid-term break.

unch breaks. We now have a Junior and Senior lunchtime. This
'riced less minor accidents on the yard and the children
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Junior Infant News

« Junior Infants have been very
busy since they joined the school!
In September, we explored the
topics of School and Home In
Aistear and we learnt about the
rainforest and Halloween in
October. We also visited
Ballingarry Park for our autumn
walk and we had lots of fun in the
playground! Well done to all the
bo;llls and girls for settling in so
well.




Senior Infant News
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First Class News
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Happy Lamh Day
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Second Class News

e have been learning all about Irish Legends

n Second Class. We read the story of The

~ Brown Bull of Cooley which was about Queen
Maeve and her husband Ailill who lived in
Connacht. We watched a video clip of the
Children of Lir and worked with our friends to
discuss a new ending to that story.

,

« We particularly enjoyed the story of Finn Mac
Cool and the Giants Causeway. Here are some
pictures that we drew of Finn, the Irish giant
and Angus, the Scottish giant. We also
sequenced the story and did some lovely comic
strips. Ask us to tell you about this story. We
hope you enjoy our pictures.
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Second Class News

On September 15th, 2nd Class enjoyed the rare sunshine and visited the beautiful local park and
we even got to go into the playground too which was so much fun!

Over the past few weeks the boys and girls in Ms. Barry's second class have been learning all about
Autumn. We discovered that certain animals such as bears, bats and hedgehogs all hibernate for
the winter and have to gather and store food before they go to into hibernation. We also
discovered that some birds migrate to warmer countries for the winter. We did a lot of work on
researching swallows to discover why they migrate, the path they use when they migrate and
where they go o when they leave Ireland. It was all super fun to learn about!

We then went on a nature walk to collect leaves and seeds. After our nature walk, we created
wonderful artwork using the items which we collected. Here are some pictures:
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Second Class News



Second Class News

» During Maths Week, Second Class completed lots work on 2D shapes! We
learned all about the square, rectangle, triangle, circle, semicircle, hexagon,
pentagon, and octagon. Did you know that a 2D shape is always, ALWAYS
flatl We did so many fun activities that helped us fto become shape
superheros! We examined each shape and counted the number of sides and
corners.

« We constructed squares, rectangles, triangles, circles and semicircles using
geostrips and geoboards. We also folded the squares, rectangles, triangles,
circles and semicircles in half and coloured them in! Do you know what shape
a square becomes when folded and coloured in half? We even used picture
boards to help us create lots of items all by using 2D shapes. Take a look at
our pictures below to see what activities we got up to.



Second Class News



Third Class News

 For Space week, the 3rd class pupils hosted ‘Go Fly Your Kite’

and Mary Immaculate College with a virtual worksho
learnt all about the moon, space, rockets, the first lanc

0. We
Ing on the

moon and what it was like up on the moon. Later on t
day, we all built our own Kites that 'Go Fly Your Kite'

nat
had sent

us. We all added some drawings to our Kites. We tested the kites
to see how they got on. We had so much fun learning all about

space and creating our kites!!! Check out some of our
designs!!

brilliant




Third Class News
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Third Class
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OT Work




4th & 5th Class News




4th & 5th Class News
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Teachers’ Pet
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obel in 5t class
used the stray kitten

~_as inspiration for her

free writing. Here is
her wonderful story.
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Marian’s News
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Marian’s News
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Marian’s News




5th & 6th Class News




5th & 6th Class News
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5th & 6t Class News
////// " * In science we did an experiment to

, demonstrate the importance of hand
washing. We tried different tests with
individual slices of bread (wiping it on the
floor, having everyone touch a slice without
washing their hands, washing for only ten
seconds, washing with only water and
sanitising). We found that washing properly
with soap and sanitising had the same result
and after over a week those slices had very
little mould, while the slice touched after
washing hands for only ten seconds became
very mouldy.
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5th & 6th Class News
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5th and 6™ class also spent time learning about World
ll. We read a book about a girl growing up in

Germany during the war called Rose Blanche.

° We also looked at what life was like in Britain for people

at the time, learning about rationing, evacuations from
cities and how the government there encouraged
people to support the war effort in different ways.
People were asked to donate metal, grow their own
vegetables, preserve food and be careful of what
information they gave others. We studied real posters
the government used at the time and then designed our
own. Here are some of the posters we made.
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Staff Sports News

Ms. Shelton and the Granagh
Ballingarry Junior camogie team won
the county shield final recently.

It is great to see some past pupils and
our teacher playing with our local
team!




Staff Sports News
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Football Coach
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Jersey Day for Daithi
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Jersey Day




Jersey Day
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Parents’ Council - 2020/2021

Greetings from the Parents’ Council for Halloween

It is great to see all our children happily settled into the new routines in school and we congratulate
them all. We especially appreciate the huge effort all the staff in our school have made to make the
changes so easy for the children. | would like to take this opportunity to update you on the current
status of the Parents’ Council. Ordinarily by now we would have held our AGM and elected a new
Council for 2020/2021. However with Covid restrictions we have had to defer this until Lockdown
measures ease off. | spoke to an Advisor on the National Parents’ Council and she advised holding the
AGM within 3 months of school re-opening. If we are not in a position to hold a face to face meeting
by end of December, we may look into holding the AGM via Zoom. So for the moment the same
Council members will continue to represent you.

e Chairperson: Gemma Brady
» Secretary/PRO: Aisling Relihan

* Treasurer: Louise Kelly



Parents’ Council - Fundraising

* We are still working towards raising funds for our School by hosting
another Clothes Drive. We hope to be able to do this in November but as
Levels keep changing we are not setting a date just yet. This will give
everyone plenty time to fill those sacks — remember we accept clean
unwanted re-usable clothes, shoes, bags and belts. No household bric a
brac please. This Clothes Drive will not take place in the School. We are
organising a Collection point at the rear of the Hall employing all the
necessary Covid restricitions. Volunteers will be limited to a few people,
gloves and masks will be worn and social distancing guidelines will be
adhered to. Our time slots for collection will coincide with school drop off
and pick up and also an evening slot to facilitate people who work outside
the home. We will keep you updated via Aladdin when date and time slots
are confirmed.



Parents’ Council - Halloween Treats

* Finally, we are still in a position to treat our children for
Halloween. Goodie bags will be created by two Council members
wearing masks and gloves and handed over to the school on
Wednesday. This ensures that the Goodie bags are safe to give to
the children on Friday. We are also sending in Pumpkins for the
Annual Pumpkin Carving competition so we await the photographic
evidence of this years’ efforts!

« Happy and safe Halloween to you all from the Parents’ Council.






Let’s all work together to make this a safe and fun Halloween!

Halloween is about having fun, dressing up and trick or treating.
However, every year lots of children and young people end up in
hospital with injuries. Be ‘spooky smart’ this Halloween and
follow this advice:

Keep away from bonfires. Bonfires often collapse or explode without
M warning causing serious injury.

Do not buy, use, or ignite fireworks,
Fireworks are illegal, dangerous and can cause serious injury.

If you dress up in dark clothes, add reflective material so you can
%’# be seen by motorists and cyclists.

Remember that your behaviour affects your neighbours. Loud
noises created by fireworks, bangers and bonfires can scare
eople and animals.




Wellbeing & Mindfulness

Our school has focused lots on
coping strategies and wellbeing
in September and October.

We are so proud of the
resilience, positivity and co-
operation of all our pupils when
returning to school during this
pandemic. They have done such
an incredible job using their
coping skills.

Well done everyone!

How to nuntune o
child's mental health

0O 00O

Actively listen Be patient 9‘“0 Y°°f Tell the truth oy

before offering behavior
your advice dldmo fhelrs
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Be consistent and

Surround them follow through

with healthy adults with what you
promise

&

Teach them
how to be safe

Use open Practic
ended quesﬂo ns @ d:c Qﬁ:
exercises

Have scheduled | ;4 electronic Reach out together

: Familytimeé  4ime for everyone and hug them .0
@ : Recognize
for glveness positive choices
Respond calmly
when their View their -
emotions are behavior as a and exercise
elevated window to their  @requiremen
needs and feelings

Be present
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Happy Halloween
wish our entire s




